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Finding Common Grounds in Global Social Sciences and Humanities
Dialogue by Focusing on World Social Problems

Kavous Seyed-Emami*

Abstract

It is common among non-Western social scientists to mention domination of
any global dialogue by western paradigms or what some critics call
“Eurocentrism” as a major impediment to any meaningful dialogue between
western and non-western scholars, as western scholars tend to frame all issues
discussed within their own paradigms thus rendering an alternative non-western
perspective hard to be meaningfully articulated and presented. In Iran this
objection is compounded by a religiously and ideologically motivated claim that
Islam and Western humanities and social sciences do not share the same
epistemology and hence we as social scientists belonging to disparate cultural
and intellectual traditions can hardly reach common understanding on any social
issue. This emphasis on fundamental epistemological differences, however, is
never fully elaborated and discussed. This essay will be an attempt to propose an
alternative approach to dialogue based on finding practical solutions to our
common global problems as a means of overcoming perspectivist obstacles. In
accordance with a philosophically pragmatic approach, | will suggest creation of
one or multiple world social scientists’ forums, independent from the existing
international organizations and official structures such as the UNESCO, in
which social scientists from different cultural and academic traditions could
meet, and express and exchange their views. The focus in such forums should be
on solving global problems. Thinking about and discussing global social issues
such as hunger, inequality, environmental degradation, and terrorism, and
attempting to come up with practical solutions will enable us to narrow down, as
much as possible, cultural, paradigmatic, and epistemological differences. The
proposed dialogue on finding practical solutions to actual global problems is by
no means a novel idea, but an essential one worthy of reconsideration and re-
emphasis.

1 Imam Sadeq University
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Malcolm X: Religion and the Question of Hermeneutics

Seyed Javad Miri*

Abstract

One of the serious questions which haunt "Muslim Mind" today is the
question of interpretation as there are various opposing groups which claim to
have the "right interpretative frame of reference™ over against the other rivals. In
other words, the theoretical question of textual interpretation as a meta-
sociological significance with philological dimensions has turned into a serious
political battle where the warring opponents seek to obtain the means of
legitimacy. Malcolm X as a significant social theorist who worked on issues of
racial importance and proposed post-racial forms of organizing human society
could be a very important figure to work on, in terms of religion and strategies
of hermeneutics. In this paper, the author shall launch a critique on aspects of
Malcolm X's approach to Islam as it seems he is hermeneutically insensitive and
this could be a very important case to be explored upon.

1 Professor of Sociology and Religious Studies, Institute of Humanities and Cultural Studies
Tehran-Iran. Email: seyedjavad@hotmail.com.
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Revisiting the Contemporary Concerns of Social Sciences:
A Case of Sociology Teaching in Nepal

Uddhab Pd. Pyakurel®

Abstract

Sociology and Anthropology are two distinct disciplines. Anthropology is
‘the study of human beings’, whereas sociology is ‘the study of the human
society’. Until the second half of the 19th century, both the disciplines were
studied together and understood as almost the same subject, due to the common
acceptance of the evolutionary theory as intrinsic to an understanding of man,
society and culture.

Today, one sees that efforts are made globally to go for systematic
investigation to debate on the disciplinary histories of sociology and social
anthropology. Nepal is a country which took time to acknowledge sociology and
anthropology as two distinct disciplines until recently. The existing set up of
'‘Department of Sociology and Anthropology’ are being broken into separate
departments of Sociology and Anthropology after the initiative was taken up by
Tribhuvan University in 2015.

Today one could see the aggressive expansion of Sociology teaching in the
country, and also find both the disciplines together in many campuses under the
same roof as it was before. This paper seeks to show some shades of the state of
teaching sociology in Nepal after it got separation from the Anthropology. While
analyzing the major challenges faced by the discipline along with its expansion,
this paper argues that teaching social sciences, particularly sociology still relies
on western knowledge system that hampers the Nepali production of knowledge
catering to the needs of the students who mostly opt for jobs in NGOs and
INGOs. In this endeavor, reflections of some teachers, scholars and the author
himself have been used to discuss about condition of sociology teaching and
research in Nepal.

1 Assistant Professor, School of Arts, Kathmandu University, Nepal
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Social Sciences in Lebanon: Training and Careers of Social Scientists

Mariam Hasbani*

Abstract

This paper addresses the “internationalization” of training and career patterns
of Lebanese social scientists. Recent data shows that a large portion of Lebanese
academic elites are trained abroad rather than Lebanon, including more
Lebanese students enrolled in a PhD program in France than at the Lebanese
University, the main university providing a doctoral diploma. This paper will
seek to identify the determinants of this internationalization by retracing the
training and career trajectories of Lebanese social scientists, relying on
gualitative and quantitative data collected in Lebanon between 2014 and 2016.
We show that a foreign diploma appears as a significant factor of career
differentiation between public and private universities. The decision to study
abroad seems to be highly related to career opportunities in Lebanon. While it is
a determining factor for access to full time employment in private universities,
the foreign diploma is not a prerequisite for temporary or permanent
employment at public universities. Other factors play a major role in the
recruitment of Lebanese academics, social networks in particular. This research
allows us to shed a light on current dynamics of social sciences in Lebanon, in
particular the divide between public and private institutions. Furthermore, it
allows us to make critical observations over the shape and rules that govern
academic communities in Lebanon and elsewhere, including the comparative
value of academic knowledge to social networks and covenant rules.

1 Lebanese University, Beirut.
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Doctoral Studies and the Globalization of Social Sciences:
The case of France and Algeria

Abdelkader Latreche®

Abstract

This paper presents the results of a report on the content of doctoral studies in
social sciences and humanities on Arab countries by comparing the cases of
Algeria and France. This paper aims to explore research priorities on social
sciences and humanities thesis in two different higher education and research
system, and by discussing their similarities and differences. The analysis of
thesis topics in France and Algeria will underline the impact of the
internationalization of social sciences such as the transformation of research
priorities from more “traditional” ones. However, this paper will also discuss
different influencing factors such as the local and regional role of social sciences
and their proximity with policies, the diversity of higher education offer in both
countries, the transformation of social issues and the role of academic freedom
for doctoral studies. This paper finds that that research priorities in the two
context reveal a combination of national and international priorities. While
doctoral studies in France and Algeria cover common social issues on Arab
countries including migration, youth, education and others, we also find that
theses in each country often deal with very specific themes and topics regarding
the other country. This includes, for example, theses on brotherhoods or civil
society in Algeria produced in France, or theses on French elites or minorities in
France produced in Algeria.

1 The Applied Social Science Forum, Tunisia.
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International Scientific Communication between Universalism and
National Parochialism

Max Haller!

Abstract

The paper starts from the thesis of Merton that unhindered communication is
a central normative criterion of modern science. It investigates if such a
communication does exist in present-day sociology. Many outstanding social
philosophers and scientists at the beginning of the modern area did in fact
cultivate such a communication. Three factors are specified which may inhibit it
in the present-day social sciences: linguistic barriers; the size of a national
sociological community; and interests related to status and influence of
outstanding sociologists and their “schools”. Several kinds of data are used to
investigate the relevance of these factors: the participation of sociologists in
international congresses; the quotation of foreign-language publications in
sociological journals in France, Germany, Italy, United Kingdom and the USA;
and a substantive analysis of the references and some central assumptions in
works of three major present-day sociologists (U. Beck, P. Bourdieu and J.
Coleman). All these analyses show that the three factors inhibiting unhindered
international scientific communication may really be at work.

1 Prof. Em. of Sociology, University of Graz; Member of the Austrian Academy of Sciences
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Why and How to Understand the World’s Social

Michael Kuhn*

Abstract

The paper will present thought, firstly, about why the European approach to
social sciences practice a way of thinking that is not able to theorize about the
world’s social. It will argue that it is the epistemic nature of this approach to
thought across the social science disciplines, that social sciences thinking is
thinking that not only confines theorizing towards ever politically constructed
units of analyses but that theorizes through the concerns of national constructs,
social sciences present in the categorical foundations of their disciplines as the
nature of humans.

It will, secondly, argue why social science thinking that goes beyond thinking
about national units of theorizing, gets stuck in interpreting global social thought
as an agglomeration and comparison of nationally constructed theories. It will
also show along a few examples such as Wallerstein, Beck and Charkrabarty
how social science thinking that argues about global social thought argues
against the epistemic foundations of social science thinking and ends up in
advocating imperial thinking. It will then, thirdly, show that the opposition
against ever spatiologically constructed theory bodies, such as North and South,
are not opposing the national biased category system of the European social
sciences and their theories, but rather joins this type of nationally biased thinking
and questions the monopole on such biased thinking.

It will, fourthly, show along some typical contemporary social science
categories such as refugees, social exclusion, aging population, and -
epistemologically — along the notion of “local” thinking, the making of social
science topics and of social science thinking into nation state thought and
thinking, how this transformation is the very way to fail to understand what their
nature and their global essence is, and thus, also unfold along these examples
how to understand the world’s social.

1 WorldSSHNet, Email:michaelkuhn@knowwhy.net
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Globalization Strategies in Psychology and Philosophy: A
Comparison of Disciplines

Doris Weidemann*

Abstract

In the social sciences and humanities there is unanimous consent that
research must respond to the challenge of globalization. Yet, disciplines differ
with respect to their interpretation of the task and have been pursuing different
goals and strategies accordingly. The disciplines of psychology and philosophy
are a case in point: despite their shared interest in human cognition, emotion, and
behavior, their attempts at internationalization and globalization have been
distinctly different. While both disciplines have developed extensive
international ties, philosophy has taken to the task of (integrative) global theory
building with much more sensitivity and scientific rigor than psychology. To
some extent this can be attributed to the traditional respect that European
scholars have held for “Eastern” philosophical traditions and to the high
methodological and theoretical standards in their field. On the other hand, this
raises the question why psychologists have not tapped the same source of global
wisdom when non-European philosophical traditions are undoubtedly rich in
psychological insight as well. Instead, psychology has responded to the
challenge of globalization by strengthening cross-cultural research — i.e. by
testing “Western” theories in an increasing number of localities worldwide. At
the same time, calls to integrate different local, “autochthonous” approaches that
have been, for example, voiced proponents of “indigenous psychologies” have
remained marginal.

The presentation will sketch dominant goals and strategies to
“internationalize” and “globalize” research in both disciplines, highlight
differences and propose an explanation for the contrasting paths taken.

1 Professor Dr. Doris Weidemann, Department of Languages and Intercultural Communication
University of Applied Sciences of Zwickau, Germany
Email: doris.weidemann@fh-zwickau.de


mailto:doris.weidemann@fh-zwickau.de

38 | The Abstracts of The Second International Conference on the Need for
Dialogue in the Humanities: Globalizing Humanities and Social Sciences

Globalizing Social Sciences and Shifting Images of Muslim Women in
the West: Visuality and Counter-visuality

Kumru Toktamis*

Abstract

The paradigms of studying the human past have shifted from World History
to Global History, i.e. from exploring the connections and exchanges between
self-contained entities via pathdependent inevitabilities to contingent limits and
possibilities of the geographical space. The Enlightenment philosophers’ quest
to give a universal account of human past was soon curtailed by Eurocentric
triumphalism and today world/global historians are trying to abandon
Europrovincial accounts to capture more comprehensive frameworks to explain
larger scales of change without abandoning local sharpness. World/Global
historians seek to comprehend transcontinental developments and processes that
have emerged as a result of interactions among regions, communities and
cultures. While the field remains to be unified given the absence of an
organizing principle or analytical tools on which to base the study of
world/global history, following historical shifts in such interactions can inform
us about the possibilities of a global perspective. To serve to this end, in my
paper, | explore the shifting images of Muslim women in the West. Starting from
the theories of visuality and counter-visuality, | argue that only a global
historical account can a) indicate the fluidity of perception and representation, b)
reveal changing power dynamics, and c¢) provide analytical categories to
examine the agency of women in Muslim worlds. As the geographical space of
Muslim women expands, their agency has developed to negotiate between
hegemonic and path-dependent discourses of self-contained cultural practices
and politics. Globalizing social sciences may enable us to discover that agency.

1 Associate Professor, Social Sciences and Cultural Studies Pratt Institute, Brooklyn NY
Email: ktoktami@pratt.edu
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The Role of Mixed Methods in Researching Poverty: A Capability
Approach Perspective

Nithiya Guna Saigaran, Premalatha Karupiah, Parthiban S. Gopal*

Abstract

Poverty is a social inequality phenomenon that is being discussed all around
the world, particularly in developing nations. Traditionally, poverty has been
researched using quantitative methods based on income and household
expenditure data. These poverty measures do not have the potential to provide a
comprehensive analysis of poverty. Pioneered by Sen and expanded by
Nussbaum, capability approach has pointed out that poverty is a
multidimensional phenomenon. Poverty is not only about low income but refers
to the deprivation of capabilities and functionings of a person to lead a valuable
life he/she aimed for. The complexities that lie in understanding poverty
includes resource allocation, gender roles of men and women, cultural setting of
poor household and the patriarchy system which cannot be revealed through the
use of a single research method. Understanding of poverty using the capability
approach itself requires a combination of methods. Mixed methods can be used
to expose how the issues of poverty are intertwined with the gender structure in
a society. Therefore, both qualitative and quantitative methods are important to
explain the issue of poverty. Hence, this paper discusses how poverty can be
analyzed by applying mixed methods research (capability approach framework).

1 School of Social Sciences, Universiti Sains Malaysia
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Social Sciences and Imperial Power: About Michael Kuhn’s Critique
of the Epistemological Nationalism

Léon-Marie Nkolo Ndjodo®

Abstract

In his recent book (2016), Michael Kuhn develops a radical critique of social
sciences in the era of globalization. His main argument is that in conformity of
the evolution started two or three centuries ago in the Western Europe,
contemporary social sciences produce knowledge from and for the local space
represented by the Nation-state. That “spatiological” attitude postulating the
nation-state as the main field of the social research leads to the idea that
international competition for economic, political and cultural power between
nationstates is the main objective of knowledge. This competition responds to
the needs of the global capitalism, its mega-structure and the world elites (from
the North to the South) participating to the global process of the accumulation of
capital. Kuhn underlines the imperial nature of the social sciences in the era of
globalization as a mean of domination. He totally subscribes to Karl Marx’s
analysis about the ideological, or the political dimension of science. While
rejecting the attempts to “culturalize” and “nationalize” social sciences through
disciplines like “Area studies”, or notions like “indigeneous knowledge” and
“epistemologies of the South”, Kuhn also rejoins certain views of Foucault on
the “biopower” (biopouvoir), meaning the political power of social sciences as
pragmatic object of wars and battles. But one question remains: how can the
disqualification of the nation-state lead to a better science in a context in which
the imperialist forces actively work to the destruction of the great nation-states
of the global South for example, opening by this way large zones of barbarism,
anarchy and pure domination? Following the line drawn by Lenine, we must ask
if the constitution of national personalities was not a “historic necessity” in the
struggle against imperialism and colonialism in the South. This question is
exactly the one addressed in Africa by Cesaire, Fanon, Cabral, Nkrumah and
Towa appealing to the building of Africa as an “autonomous center of power”.

1 University of Maroua ENS
Email: leonnkolo@yahoo.fr
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Islam and Globalization

Liyakat Takim*

Abstract

The paper will explore what globalization means in social Sciences. It will
initially define globalization and its salient traits and then discuss how
globalization impacts how globalization impacts Muslims all over the world. It
will argue that whereas globalization has destroyed territorial boundaries, it has
brought to light cultural, ethnic, and ideological boundaries that have created
tensions within the Muslim community. The paper will also examine how
globalization of social sciences has impacted the dissemination of knowledge. It
will argue that globalization has meant that knowledge has become more
“horizontal” and this has had deleterious effect on traditional modes of learning.
Finally the paper will examine how globalization has impacted social sciences
and the position they have in a globalized world.

1 McMaster University
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Problems of Reflexive Modernization

Shujiro Yazawa'

Abstract

What does the rise of nationalist and populist movement mean? It means
decline of middle class. It also means the end of compatibility of capitalism with
democracy mediated by Keynesian welfare state. Nationalist and populist
movement is against globalization, especially social globalization (against
migration) and cultural cosmopolitanism, because they will worsen life
conditions. In the final analysis, it means the failure of social sciences. In order
to find a new starting point of building global social science, this paper examines
(1) transformation of western society since late 1960’s. Next, (2 this paper
examines Ulrich Beck’s, A. Giddens’ and C. Lash’s theory of reflexive
modernization. From this examination, this paper shows Lash’s hermeneutic
reconstruction of reflexive modernization is the best, because it can connect self-
reflexivity with institutional reflexivity. Finally (3) this paper shows that
creating new value from common sense by hermeneutic and aesthetic reflexivity
activated by social movement is the starting point of global social science.

1 Hitotsubashi University and Seijo University
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Does one Size Fit All? Globalizing Social Sciences and the Study of
Political Change

Paola Rivetti*

Abstract

My contribution focuses on two apparently contrasting dynamics when it
comes to the field of comparative politics: persisting methodological nationalism
(BBBBB) on the one side, and on the other side, analysis conflating on
normative, totalizing and “one size fits all” notions such as the one of “transition
to democracy”, deployed to examine political change in much of the non-
Western world since late 1980s. As a political scientist working on the societal
impact of elite-led political liberalizations and employed by a West European
university, my work has often shifted between these two (apparently) contrasting
poles. My findings have often been criticized as either too specific to be relevant
to global phenomena or too broad to describe situated complex and stratified
sociopolitical dynamics. Reflecting upon the binary system of knowledge that
these two “poles” originates, my paper will discuss how in reality the
globalization of knowledge about political liberalization is constituted by the
accumulation of situated stories about it, which transcend global paradigms.

1 Dublin City University
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Encountering Altusser and some of hisChildren:
Deconstructing Radicalized knowledge

Nima Zahedi Nameghi

Abstract

With anthropology and sociology at the forefront, we are witnessing the
mounting of a major challenge to the systematic and organized silence over the
imperial-colonial origins of the human sciences. However, there is an lacuna in
post-colonial critiques of social sciences and humanities. My argument aims to
make a corresponding move to fill it. This move is largely theoretical: a move to
find a common ‘ism,” which goes beyond the extraordinary heterogeneous ‘ism’
of Postcolonialism. Thus, as an intellectual effort fuelled by an interest in
philosophical and historical ideas, | try to bring together the anti-colonial
literature under the umbrella term of ‘Althusserianism’. Such term is traceable in
two directions: (i) criticizing the historicism and (ii) questioning the Hegelian
idealism. | put forth a personal view, yet comprehensive introduction to the
subject, that focuses on a common grammar by which post-colonialism and
Althusserian critique of Hegel use very similar lexicon entries: hybridity,
disjunction, and difference, the theory of rupture, decentralization,
deterritorialization, discontinuity, multiplicity, complexity, fragmentation and
non-isomorphic subjects. In making this argument, | draw upon a number of
valuable works, but especially the works of Edward Said, Robert J. C. Young
and Arjun Appadurai who have been integral to developing the idea of post-
colonialism and globalization. Thereby, my argument is a theoretical genealogy
of Postcolonialism from its appearance in the Althusserian critique of Hegel to
the current argument about ‘globalization’ and ‘alternative social sciences.’
Through an analysis of Althusser's philosophy and his argument against
historicism and Hegelian idealism, | endeavor to show how this critique
continues to be made by contemporary postcolonial discourse.
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activist meetings and artistic performances in my empirical research. It opened
up beneficial perspectives on many levels of reflection: it provided a peculiar
insight into contemporary Social sciences evaluative cultures (Lamont, 2009).
Furthermore, it opened the doors on a bustling cluster of interdisciplinary
initiatives (mixing Social sciences, activism and art) shifting towards the shaping
of a self-proclaimed "South-centered", "cosmopolitan™ "counter-hegemonic™ and
"decolonial™ agenda. If interviewees indeed express concerns about scholars'
lack of ethno racial and socio-cultural diversity and question local knowledge
bodies' ability to interpret the social world, they are also involved in
transnational peer networks and communities trading, relocating and translating
knowledge patterns elaborated in a variety of national settings. These last moves
are crucial to comprehend individuals' commitment patterns (Becker, 1960) in
knowledge production activity framed by ideological conventions such as
French universalist and egalitarian political tradition, both in a weberian
perspective on politics and science articulation (Weber, 1919) and in regards to
Du Bois' double consciousness (1903).

Distancing itself from a mono-dimensional critical stake on Euro-American
centric social sciences, my study eventually aims at offering a documented
bottom-up insight on present day Social sciences knowledge elaboration framed
by institutions promoting potentially paradoxical trends: going "global™ from
very specialized disciplinary grounds and internationalizing its scholars'
population while perpetuating excluding scientificness patterns.
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For three years, | have been investigating how France-based researchers used
Postcolonial

studies paradigmatic patterns to make room in their research for a wide range
of issues and situations flourishing in everyday life as well as gaining visibility
in the (national as well as global) public agendas and that -they assumed- Social
sciences didn't make sense of. Among other questions, | wondered if it had
broadened the spectrum of epistemic diversity in academic knowledge. | also
wondered if the "globalization” process formally encouraged by research
institutions had perceptible effects on local 'laboratory' and academic staffs and
life.

A first exploratory movel led me to identify a large panel of epistemic
options among Postcolonial studies' users. However, they share common
interests in the unambiguous critique of Social sciences' taken-for-granted
'mainstream’ patterns, regarded as ethno-centric and outdated in 'globalized
societies'. According to them, this would especially be the case for the shaping
of research objects, for the fieldwork approaches (‘postures d'enquéte’) and data
collection techniques, for the combination of theory and empirical data and for
the disciplinary-oriented specialization principle shaping the French academic
field. Further, findings reveal significant contrasts in experiential narratives and
career trajectories between, on the one hand, French and foreign researchers with
ties in non-European, African

or North African countries and on the other hand, their European French
peers. Built on substantial empirical material, one of my main hypotheses is that
the former group is coping with repeated rhetorical sanctions2 on their ability to
develop a scientific perspective, based on an assumed "lack of distance".
Another inhibiting repertoire of sanctions lies in the assumed opacity of their
disciplinary framework. An important aspect of my work also consisted in
apprehending how actors make sense of these experiences in their research
practices. | have been particularly interested in empirically exploring how a
significant number of these actors borrow from Postcolonial and American
(Black) feminist perspectives on "situated knowledge" and "epistemic privilege"
(Smith, 1977; Rose; 1983, Hartstock; 1985) to challenge the universal pulse
assumed to be intrinsic in any scientific-grounded approach and use a "global*-
rooted terminology to rehabilitate their legitimacy to contribute to local and
international scientific debates. | have also been interested in understanding how
they deal with resulting critiques on their uses of disciplines conflicting,
American-rooted and therefore assumed to be "dominant™ bodies of knowledge.
A second exploratory move consisted of digging further on extra-academic roots
of these researchers' social spaces and times of knowledge formation and
expression. A major guideline was to apprehend how they made sense of their
academic social experiences (Dubet, 2007) in their everyday life and how their
everyday perceptions were reflected in their academic knowledge claims.
Following interviewees' activities, | therefore included variably institutionalized
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A French Adventure of the Postcolonial Studies: Towards a Bottom-
up Perspective on Social Sciences' Globalization

Nawel Ait Ali

Abstract

As in a large variety of national settings, French academic arenas has been
experiencing these last years the growth and flourishing of an institutional
discourse on the need to embrace the 'global turn' impacting on Social sciences'
knowledge production. Within the context of my doctoral research, | chose to
connect it with another significant moment of local (yet experienced elsewhere)
academic life and debate: as Bennington (2016) reminds it, the 2000s context of
"social and political crisis over post-colonial populations” framed the "polemical
nature and vehemence" of Postcolonial studies' academic reception in France.
My works aims at apprehending the combination of both these 'global turn' and
'Postcolonial moment' (Bennington, ibid., Zecchini and Lorre 2010, Cohen et al.
2007) discursive shifts on current knowledge production practices in France-
based Social sciences. Since exploring the "tricontinental” Postcolonial studies
corpus uses (Young, 2001) led to identify a wide range of epistemic options and
(researchers’) socio-cultural profiles and trajectories, | propose to address the
French case as a perspicuous setting (Garfinkel, 2002) to enlighten the
implications of such performative discursive patterns on knowledge production
practices. Nor taking for granted the assumed historicity of this 'global turn’,
neither accrediting a priori the idea of a worldwide "McDonaldization" process
at work in scientific arenas, the purpose of my communication will be to discuss
how this research setting informs the modalities and effects of this
"globalization" process as it is performed for several years now in French
research institutions: how do researchers appropriate this "global-ization"
terminology? To what extent do they incorporate it in their knowledge claims
and epistemological postures? To what extent this French-located case study
bringing together French-rooted and foreign researchers could challenge the
relevance of geo-epistemological lines encapsulated by a series of terminological
options such as "center-s/peripheral”, "Western/non Western", "North/South-s"?

1 My study is based on semi-structured interviews with mainly non-tenured researchers in
disciplines ranging from sociology, political sciences and art to anthropology, history, philosophy,
literature and psychology. It is also based on active participant observation of academic, militant
and artistic mobilizations on race, "postcolonial” and "decolonial” thought, as well as interviewees'
work presentations and public speaking.
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The Internationalisation of the Social Sciences:
Overcoming Westerncentric Ethnocentrism

Leon.Moosavi

Abstract

For several decades, scholars from various social science disciplines have
been arguing that the social sciences are insular and need to be internationalized.
More specifically, the social sciences have been said to be overly reliant upon
scholarship produced by Western academics in Western contexts. This is
problematic because it means that non-Western social science is ignored and
excluded from both teaching and research. This article explores the trajectory of
scholarship that has advocated for the internationalization of the social sciences
from the 1970s to the present by exploring how the calls for internationalization
have evolved over recent decades. It becomes clear that while analyses are
becoming more sophisticated, there has been no unanimous agreement on the
causes or solutions to the lack of internationalization in the social sciences. In
responding to these key concerns, efforts are made in this article to explain some
of the notable barriers that have stunted the internationalization of the social
sciences aside from the inherent ethnocentrism that is routinely blamed. In
particular, it is argued that some of the most significant reasons why the social
sciences have not been internationalized are that academics are overworked and
because non-Western social science is not easily identifiable or accessible. In
seeking to thoroughly assess the prospects of internationalization, this article
also considers some unintended and undesirable consequences that may arise
from efforts to internationalize the social sciences that should be avoided. Three
hazards are identified as dangers of internationalization which are exploiting,
valorizing and essentialsing non-Western sources. Ultimately, the
internationalization of the social sciences is shown to be a theoretically complex
and everlasting project for which progress has been made but which is more
complicated than is often recognized.
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divide. Brexit and Tramp success are the most recent cases showing sharp social
divides inside so-called global ‘North’. Voters in small towns and rural areas are
against political agenda promoted by globalizing super-urban enclaves. Such
uprising of the inner ‘South’ opens a new perspective on the ‘southern theory’
project (Connell, 2007). ‘Southern theory’ underlines international differences
but it underestimates intra-national disparities between enclaves of globality—
dominating large cities and small communities less involved into transnational
networks and flows. Searching for alternative expressions of social theorizing,
‘southern theory’ actually contributes into interconnections among enclaves of
globality where conceptual production is mostly located. Enthusiasts of non-
hegemonic theorizing in social sciences should take into account both ‘southern’
and ‘northern’ sources of alternative conceptualization.
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The Paradox of Globalization and New Perspective on Southern
Theory

Dmitry Ivanov !

Abstract

In contemporary sociology unequal world is presented in terms of the gap
between the ‘core’ countries and countries belonging to ‘periphery’ and ‘semi-
periphery’ of the global economy (Wallerstein, 2004; Babones, Zhang, 2008) or
between two groups of nations identified as ‘global North’ and ‘global South’
(Arrighi, 2001; Kacowicz, 2007; Reuveny, Thompson, 2008). However, another
configuration of spatial inequality emerges with globalization as socioeconomic
differences do not coincide with national borders. Rather the wealth and power
are concentrated in networks of super-urbanized areas playing role of ‘command
centers’ in transnational economy (Sassen, 2005). The super-urbanized areas
outperform national economies. According to research data of the Brookings
Institution, the largest 300 cities contain only 19% of the world’s population but
they generate 48% of the world’s GDP (The Brookings Institution, 2012).
Another research conducted by McKinsey Global Institute has revealed the top
600 cities by economic output concentrate 22% of global population and provide
more than 50% of global GDP (McKinsey Global Institute, 2011). The economic
and social divide between the group of the largest cities and the rest of the world
supports the idea that globalization has resulted not in the ‘world society’ or
‘worldwide sociality’ but rather in networked enclaves of globality. In such
metropolitan areas as Los Angeles, New York, London, Tokyo, Hong Kong,
Moscow, Tehran, and other megacities interlinked by cross-border material,
human, and symbolic flows people experience globality as borderless, mobile,
and multicultural life. Therefore, ‘globalization’ does not mean planetary spread
of social structures but rather localized displacement of habitual social structures
by intensive flows (Appadurai, 1990, Lash, Urry, 1994, Castells, 2000). It
follows, that the distinction between ‘core’ and ‘periphery’ in the global
socioeconomic order should be revised. The ‘core’ now is dispersed into
networks of cosmopolitan super-urban areas. Paradoxically, globality is very
localized and because of that the subject-matter of global sociology is not the
totality of societies and relations among them but networked (g) localities
constituted by transnational flows. Configuration of economic, political and
cultural hegemony cannot be identified only with global ‘North’ / ‘South’

1 St. Petersburg State University, Russia
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Concepts, Practices and Fieldwork in the Post-western Sociology
in Europe and in China

Laurence' Roulleau Berger*

Abstract

With the decline of Western hegemony, we are living in “a global turn” where
the social sciences have become internationalised and have been rejuvenated in
other societies such as China, Iran, India, and Brazil. Indeed, the early
construction of dominances and hierarchies between Western, Eastern and Far-
Eastern contexts has produced instances of ignorance and occultation of entire
bodies of knowledge. Western sociologists have no access to the narratives of
distant societies. In China the thirty years of Maoism closed the gates to China
with the result that Chinese intellectuals could not participate in the development
of sociology, a forbidden field from 1949 to 1979. This blank page in history
produced a double invisibilisation affecting not only the knowledge produced in
that period but also that produced the last thirty years. For ten years we began to
produce a new common conceptual space within which dialogue and intellectual
innovation between Chinese and European scholars can take place. Instead of
going into the plurality of provinces of knowledge, the most pressing task is to
investigate the ways in which continuities and discontinuities, connections and
disjunctions are formed between seats of knowledge located in different parts of
the world and which are potentially capable of bringing to light a transnational
intermediate space that is both local and global, free of different forms of
orientalism and occidentalism. Doing what we called Post-Western Sociology
means examining concepts and theories which appear to be “proper” , those that
seem to be the product of reappropriation, reinterpretation, borrowing and
hybridisation and those that seem to be have been produced in areas of non-
“translatability”. To improve the definition of what is Post-Western sociology
we —Chinese and European sociologists- still have developed common
knowledge in doing fieldwork together in China and Europe, in producing
crossed sociological perspectives about common topics, in crossing our way of
doing guantitative and qualitative research in Europe and in China. A crossed
perspective approach to the ways in which paradigms and theoretical
methodologies are put into practice in Europe and China taking as a starting
point clearly defined research situations, leading to the production of Post-
Western sociology.

1 Research director at CNRS, French director of the International Associated Laboratory (LIA)
CNRS/ENS Lyon and Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (Pékin) "Post Western, Sociology in
Europe and in China' Ecole Normale Supérieure de Lyon Triangle"
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This paper builds on existing literature on the “indigenization” of non-
western social sciences (Alatas, 1993, 1995) and recent research into the
processes of Arab knowledge production (Arvanitis, HanaOi, 2015; Bamyeh,
2015), while being distinguished from macromodels on the circulation of social
sciences and their geographical determination between core and peripheries
(Keim, 2014, 2004). Instead, this paper focuses on the individual’s strategies
linking cultural decolonization, travelling concepts and their reception, the
emergence of independent knowledge-production structures in the Moroccan
humanities. This example will show how two Oigures constructed their rapport
toward “universalism” and “specificity” by recognizing how these categories
were determined in particular contexts, while salvaging how they could be
mobilized for their own needs. However, it will also show the challenges these
two individuals faced in creating a wide movement within their academic
communities, in light of resistances among their colleagues and the continued
influence of French academic structures under the heading of “globalization”.
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Critical Sociological Appropriation and the Pursuit of Cultural
Decolonization:
The Moroccan Academic Critique and Theoretical Debates in Paris.

Jebari Idriss, !

Abstract

This paper addresses the participation and positioning of two Moroccan
social scientists in the important theoretical debates held in Paris during the
sixties and seventies, between supporters of structuralism, post-structuralism and
historicism. Abdelkebir Khatibi (1938- 2009) and Abdallah Laroui (1933) both
worked at the humanities faculty of the University of Rabat from the mid-sixties
and they represent a new type of academic Oigure. They were younger, western
educated scholars, whose research in the sixties and seventies was strongly
informed by their social sciences training. They also expressed a radical
committed dimension and a willingness to accompany their country’s
development effort. These two trends resulted in several highly noted articles
including Khatibi’s critical take on Jacques

Berque’s heavy “hegemonic orientalism”, published in Les Temps Modernes
(1976) and Laroui’s deconstruction of Von Grunebaum’s historically
problematic representation of Arab culture which reinforced the problematic
notion of “authenticity” in Muslim societies, published in Diogenes (1973). |
argue that these Oigures did more than take sides and speak as representatives of
nonwestern,

Arab tradition in the Parisian debates. Instead their interventions sought to
critically appropriate the conceptual toolkits mobilized in these debates, while
determining how they could be applicable to their respective local context,
namely the production of an independent historiography and Sociology at the
University of Rabat. Their interventions adopted a strong epistemological focus
and they were shaped by what they argued was their local communities’ un-
examined rapport to French methodologies or colonially produced bodies of
knowledge, which perpetuated problematic assumptions such as ‘“historical
delay”, or tribal models of analysis instead of focusing on social and cultural
change. This particular methodology aimed to simultaneously liberate Moroccan
social sciences from an external validating gaze and ill-Oitting frameworks, and
determine approaches that could determine how to use existing western
knowledge about Morocco.

1 Arab Council for Social Sciences, Beirut.



22 | The Abstracts of The Second International Conference on the Need for
Dialogue in the Humanities: Globalizing Humanities and Social Sciences

Two-folded Strategy: Towards a Global/Local Sociology
Abbas Rezaii*, Pouria Pirani’

Abstract

New societies has confronted numerous changes, experiences, and
phenomena within recent decades. These complicated and paradoxical situations
contain phenomena such as: ethnic and national particularism, growth of
fundamentalist ideology and terrorist groups, inequality between northern and
southern states, world ecological crisis, new forms of family, and intimate sexual
relationships. Different social thinkers nominated different terms for this
condition such as postmodern condition, highlighted modernity, second
modernity, etc. This condition can be sorted by a general concept such as
globalization, however, all societies have not been equally affected by these
phenomena.  Nowadays, we face a complicated dialectic of
universalism/particularism or global/local. This new-fangled unique condition
signifies that prior analytical frames such as world sociology, or in the better
words, western sociology are not adequate to the understanding of this
complicated condition. These types of sociologies do not have competence to the
understanding of new problematic, thus we need a transition from this classic
duality and relevant analytical understanding to new theoretical and
methodological perspectives for analyzing this new condition. Cosmopolitan
methodology of Ulrich Beck represents an opening framework to analysis of this
new condition, because this methodology is basically different from
universalism and theoretical imperialism. Cosmopolitan methodology considers
an understanding which can be criticized by the means of a universal frame and
different historical experiences, and it does not believe in a better western or
postcolonial standpoint.

1M.A Graduated of Sociology of Shahid Chamran University of Ahwaz, Iran.
Email: Iran.abbas_rezaii25@yahoo.com (Responsible author)

2 M.A Student of Sociology of Shiraz University, Iran.

Email: Pouriapirani@yahoo.com
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From Globalization to Globalization: A critical
Analysis of the Concept of Globalization

Mohd Yaseen Gada,*

Abstract

Notions of ,,Globalization™ have grabbed many an intellectual imagination
over the past two decades. In academic and lay circles alike, many have pursued
an intuition that this concept could provide an analytical lynchpin for
understanding contemporary society. However, Globalization is seen as a
modern prototype of colonization. Thus, “Glocalization” a new concept is taking
precedence over Globalization in the contemporary world. One of the limitations
of Globalization, the proponents of Glocalization argue, is that it erodes the
heterogeneity of culture. Even though, today, the intercultural ties are
increasingly growing throughout the world, it is claimed that through
Glocalization these ties and influences are selected, processed and consumed
according to the local culture’s needs, taste and social structure. The aim of this
paper is to understanding the importance of Glocalization, to discuss the
significance and the strength of the local dimensions combined with powers of
local system and methods to integrate the same with global issues. It also
highlights the limitations of Globalization. The paper concludes and advocates
that the need is felt to limit the process of Globalization and considerable efforts
are needed to focus more on the “local” while obtaining from the “global”.

1 Senior Research Fellow, Islamic Studies, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh-202002, UP.
Email: myyaseenm2@gmail.com
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Has the globalization of Social sciences affected the role or position
they have in the globalizing world?

Smail Debeche

Abstract

The subject is highly important for me as | have been working on in
analyzing academic approaches and views to globalization. Among these
approaches the strong effect of the politics of globalization dictated by Western
Great powers on the thinking of social scientists not only in the West but even in
the Muslim world and the South in general under the name democracy, human
rights, fighting terrorism ...We have seen and lived how a large proportion of
Arab and Muslim social scientists have been influenced or guided by so called
Arab Spring.

In the West there were and are social scientist who have fair and scientific
arguments in relations to the negative or destructive effects of globalization but
their influence have been limited in the face of different or contradictive views
advanced by other scholars , research centers and institutions supported directly
by Western governments or the latter’s approval. I myself attended conferences
and seminars in Europe for and saw how social scientists in Europe advocate
positions by using social theories, trying to convince people by their views as
scientifically justified, the participants, contradicting scientific conceptions. For
example scientifically it is very hard if not impossible one can provide a
constructive argument justifying the position of Saudi Aurabia or Gulf states in
Syria, Libya or Yemen because of democracy. | am interested in presenting a
paper about “Has the globalization of social sciences affected the role/position
they have in the globalizing world?”
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Teaching Globalization Globally

Rodney Coates’,<Enzo Colombo?, Anténio Pedro Dores®, Sarah Hernandez*

Abstract

The paper presents an innovative approach to teaching globalization and
assesses a course on Globalization, Social Justice and Human Rights co-taught
collaboratively by faculty from different campuses and countries since 20009.
The course was created to address unmet needs in the traditional higher
educational systems; the lack of cross-cultural and interdisciplinary
collaboration among students, faculty, and institutions to examine recent forms
of globalization. Whereas economies, polities, environments, and human
societies are experiencing great connections across the globe, and social sciences
are advocating the need of a globalization of social thought, the educational
system continues to be modelled on Nineteenth century assumptions and
structures. In this course, faculties teach at their respective universities but use
an on-line platform to allow for cross-campus communication. In addition to the
classroom rooted in a physical place, a major component of student work is to
interact on-line with students on other campuses, including undertaking
collaborative group work across borders.

The paper assesses the benefits of the course for students, such as exposure to
a greater diversity of worldviews and pedagogical approaches; the development
of teamwork skills, including developing a flexible mind frame; accepting and
accommodating diverse educational needs/approaches, and; promoting
interdisciplinary communication and collaboration. It also assesses the
challenges for social scientists from different disciplines — sociology, pedagogy,
social geography, cultural studies, and nursing — in teaching, designing and
managing a course mixing different theoretical and analytical tools and moving
beyond national science communities. The objective is to contribute to
improving and innovating approaches to teaching globalization and promoting
critical views on the debate about globalization and our capacity to understand
this phenomenon.

1 Miami University, Oxford, OH, USA

2 Universita di Milano, Italy, Email: enzo.colombo@unimi.it
3 ISCTE-IUL, Instituto Universitario de Lisboa, Portugal

4 New College of Florida, Saratoga, FL, USA
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of meaning, that is, the ordinary language uses of political concepts (such as
democracy, human rights etc.) over scholarly categories of analysis. Replacing
the latter with native categories of experience (such as Islamiyyun instead of
Islamist), Khanani argues that analytically, Islamiyyun constitutes a tentative
step toward decolonizing Western knowledge claims insofar as the term affords
native activists and analysts, including those interpellated by the term, the
opportunity to name themselves. Critically evaluating these proposals, this paper
seeks to advance epistemological debates in the field of Islamist politics. In
comparative inquiry that by definition studies culturally and historically
differentiated human societies and experiences, a reflexive methodological
engagement with how we read, interpret, inscribe, translate difference is
particularly imperative — something these proposals by Schwedler and Khanani
gesture toward but do not fully pursue. To that end, this paper argues that a
reflexive interpretive framework needs to reconsider a) where we stand in
relation to what we study, whether Islamist actors, or Islam(s) in its public
manifestations, b) the relation between our explanatory theory and the self -
definition of our subjects (which in turn shape their practices that we seek to
understand), ¢) how we conceive the nature of comparative theory: as a matter of
disembodied, truthful representation of political reality of societies other than
our own, or a matter of co-production of intersubjective meaning in our
encounters with the cultural and political difference of our subjects.
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Comparativists Rethink the Study of Islamist Politics:
Evolving Methods in Cross-Cultural Inquiry

Dunya Deniz Cakir

Abstract

In the last decades, social scientists have paid increasing attention to the
“politics of knowledge production,” highlighting the ways in which power enters
into the process of epistemic production about cultural others. Following the
reflexive turn in anthropology in the late 1960s, the mounting emphasis on
epistemological self-reflexivity in empirical research also led comparativist
political scientists to explore the “imperialism of categories,” denoting the
academic practice of exporting Anglo- American concepts and methodologies to
alien places as part of a hegemonic relationship. This paper examines a
particular instantiation of such self-reflexivity among comparativists studying
Islamist politics. Since the early 2000s, a growing body of scholarship on
political Islam has examined the shifting commitments and practices among
Islamist actors through the inclusion-moderation hypothesis. Borrowed from
studies of party politics in the West, this hypothesis asks whether political actors
become more moderate as a result of their inclusion in pluralist political
processes. Recently, however, some practitioners of the field have problematized
the normative underpinnings of the moderation literature that erects and reifies
an ideal-typical dichotomy between moderate/good and radical/bad Muslims.
This attempt at epistemological reflexivity is directed at a) rethinking the
analytical value and political implications of existing methodologies in the study
of Islamist politics, and b) searching for viable strategies for decolonizing a field
of study that represents cultural others through western-centric categories of
inquiry. Schwedler’s proposal constitutes one end of the spectrum of a revised
political science methodology of Islamist politics, driven by a positivistic
epistemology. Maintaining that conventional categories of actors (moderates,
radicals, jihadis) simplify and essentialize the region’s politics, Schwedler
proposes to replace the existing conceptual repertoire with new analytical
categories that better capture the complexity of reality (such as “Islamistness’’)
or to direct our lens elsewhere into untouched areas of inquiry (for instance,
exploring practices of Islamistness instead of the ideologies of Islamists). The
other end of the spectrum is inspired by postcolonial theory in privileging the
study of local, non-western forms of resistance to the imposition of modernist
categories and values associated with Western elite experience. Using this
analytical lens, Khanani proposes an epistemology that prioritizes local contexts
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emergence of peculiar academic structures and conventions; (2) followed by
sudden appearance of new institutional bases for doing sociology after the fall of
the USSR not controlled by the older academic establishment. These factors
together resulted in emergence of factions consisting of individuals investing in
different types of academic capital — knowledge, connections, reputations, and
symbols of recognition — which had uncertain conversion rates. Necessity to
establish these rates as reflected in the state science policy (e.g. should
international publications or degrees be considered superior or inferior to their
Russian counterparts?) inevitably made these factions opponents. On a less
materialistic plane, one of the most fundamental academic imperatives is
keeping pace with the development of one’s research specialty; failing to
demonstrate familiarity with relevant innovations is regarded as a loss of
intellectual face and even meaning of academic life. As the two groups had
different ideas of what is “relevant”, they posed an existential threat to each
other. In spite of their differences and isolation from each other, they in a way
existed in symbiosis using each other’s existence as a legitimation for work tasks
they put for themselves: retranslation of intellectual currents from the West and
attacking provincialism on the one side, and invention of national sociological
tradition on the other. Using a structural equation model to analyze the survey
results suggests that the major factor influencing choosing assimilationist camp
is belonging to a wide social milieu of intelligentsia with its liberal and pro-
Western attitudes. Isolationism recruits mostly from a less privileged in terms of
inherited cultural resources milieu. It could be generalized from a comparative
analysis that other factors favoring isolationism — assimilationism cleavage are
population size and quality of language teaching at schools (influencing
command of English), long-lasting academic tradition and historical experience
of being a centre of academic empire, state science policy heavily relying on
guantitative indicators, relative affluence, physical proximity to English-
speaking countries, and infrastructural ties with them.
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Assimilationism and Isolationism in a Semi-peripheral Sociology:
The Post-soviet Case

Mikhail Sokolov*

Abstract

In many countries, including most post-Soviet ones, one of career choice
individuals have to make is the choice between primary orientation to
international (predominantly, Anglo- American) or domestic scholarship. This
choice entails the choice of the country to finish one’s PhD, of language to
publish one’s work, of social networks to join, of conferences to visit, and,
largely, of literatures to follow, of genre conventions to adopt, of theories to rely
on, of methods to use, and of themes to study. This paper will use Russian case
with examples form other post-

Soviet countries (Belarus, Kazakhstan, Lithuania) to, firstly, to describe the
precise configuration of the divide, secondly, to explore the reasons for which
this divide is so salient in these cases, and, thirdly, to account for reasons why
particular individuals choose this or that side of it. This paper will rely on
microhistorical study of sociology in Leningrad-Saint Petersburg in 1961-2011.
It uses some 50 informal interviews with Russian sociologists, a survey of the
city’s sociological population (N=251), and citation database covering
publications of Petersburg sociologists in national periodicals (1974-2011). St.
Petersburg, as Russia more generally, is remarkable for a long period of co-
existence of what in fact were two sociological communities — internationally-
and nationally-oriented, or assimilationist and isolationist in terms of this paper—
which in fact had little contacts with each other. Exploring the conditions of the
emergence of this split we could note that it was made possible by a set of
different factors. Some of these factors are structural: (1) the fact that two
principal audiences for sociological work (national political community and
international scholarship) having different relevance structures are also speaking
different languages, with, generally, low per cent of Russians knowing any
language except Russian; (2) diversity of professional environments in which
sociologists work, especially taking into account traditional separation of
teaching and research in Russia; (3) the long-standing political cleavage between
pro-Western and nationalist/conservative political camps which overshadowed
all other political divides in recent Russian history. Other factors are historical:
(1) long period of academic isolation during the Soviet times facilitating

1 Mikhail Sokolov
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“The Reach and Reason of Social Sciences; Impossibility of a
Globalized: Qualitative Method”

Masoumeh Sadeghi Ahangar, Manjeet Chaturvedi
Abstract

Demand of increasing natural resources, services, and skills from developing
countries to the benefit of developed world is fulfilled. Globally competent
students and social scientists resource persons are required. Therefore, for
increasing globalization of goods and contracts globalizing social sciences is the
take.

A move is going on to globalize everything, including humanities and social
science knowledge on the strength of empiricism. Globalization of social
sciences attempts to reverse the course of history. Denial of space, experiences,
existence is a futile attempt how much ‘funded' it could be. Non territorialization
is but for whose benefit? Universality of method is considered to be a done
thing? This paper looks at qualitative side of the world of knowledge to that
extent possible only to which human existence retains its quality of social
existence. Technology is commonality of product but its use, its application is
local. How the migration of knowledge serves as a vehicle for conveying senses,
recognition, understanding, confidence, or humiliation? How the purposes and
attitudes of others may be understood in a globally shared method? Qualitative
research characteristically encompasses the organized use of the senses and
replications on their shifting role on the constituents collected and evaluated.
Nevertheless, it is somewhat clear that the sense of vision or observation is
regarded as the principal sense in a qualitative research. The vast significance of
the qualitative methods in social sciences is amenable to sociological
investigation. But the question is how such investigations can be accomplished if
it’s in a global range? Analyzing social phenomena as distinct form of the
standard descriptive inclusion of qualitative research in sociological researches
can be quite deceptive as social phenomena can’t serve as a globally common
method from different social context. Also, the knowledge and information
uprising accompanying with globalization has twisted an increasingly negative
environment that signifies a challenge for comparative studies.

Social phenomena can be investigated through a variety of qualitative
methods. The aim of this paper is to engage the reader in an analytical reasoning
of the limitations of these methods when it comes to the methodological matters
of globalization of social sciences. There are empowering and imposing aspects
to these methods, and we mirror their fluctuating strengths and weaknesses.
Theoretical frameworks focus on the features of what Wittgenstein (1953)
labeled as “language games”, in that the conceptual instrument and language
used outline the analysis. Every qualitative method we contemplate proposes an
analytical posture, a comprehensible and reliable analytical reasoning that is
definedwithinanacademicframework of differentformsoflife.
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The EU & OIC: A Market-based Solution to the European Union's
Refugee Crisis?

Akiva Weiss!

Abstract

Seldom has the tension between globalization and local forces been so evident,
as in the current refugee crisis. Fallout from conflict and post-conflict States has
led to an influx of refugees and irregular migrants into the European Union.
Among EU Member States, opposition has grown against hosting in excess of a
State’s self-perceived ability to integrate refugees into the political community
and labor market. Yet Article 1 of the Refugee Convention is without a
numerical ceiling and requires signatory States to protect refugees without
consideration to political currents or labor shortages. Being a stakeholder in
macro and meso-level global interdependence thus creates a tension between
State-level social welfare functions and global normative obligations. This paper
argues that if economic and social forces cannot be reconciled with the law, they
may very well supersede the law. To avoid dismantling the international refugee
regime a new approach to current and future refugee crises is needed, one which
fuses non-static global normative obligations with static local preferences. This
paper proposes a refugee protection mechanism between the European Union
and the Organization of Islamic Cooperation. Employing economic methodology
it analyzes whether a joint mechanism will result in an efficient allocation of
refugee protection, defined as Member States’ self-perceived optimal annual
refugee absorption quota, while simultaneously maximizing protection for
refugees. Without this choice, social and economic forces may supersede the law
and result in a suboptimal level of protection. 1 School of Law, Hamburg
University, Germany; School of Law, Erasmus University, Netherlands.

1 School of Law, Hamburg University, Germany; School of Law, Erasmus University,
Netherlands
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unemployment tends to increase with schooling, exceeding 15% for those with
tertiary education in Egypt, Jordan and Tunisia.

Conclusion: High youth unemployment and disenfranchisement are not
addressed, and cities around the world will continue to face a toxic cycle of
instability, poverty, and unemployment that will undermine socio-economic
development. High labor force growth, skill mismatches, labor and product
market rigidities, large public sectors, and high reservation wages have been key
factors behind the large and persistent level of youth unemployment.
Recommendations: Directing the economic power of cities to serve the needs
of youth and ensure that the dividends from economic growth are equitably
distributed.
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Muslims Youth UN- Employment at MENA Region, the Context of
Conflicts, Extremisms and Social Exclusions

Hamid Hussain®

Abstract

Youth exclusion is multi-dimensional in that age, race, gender, class and
lifestyle all affect youth life experiences within a given culture. This
intersectionality affects the degree to which an individual youth experiences
exclusion. Similarly, youth exclusion is context specific. Prolonged
unemployment and low income can affect a person's ability to have access to
social structures that advance a person in society by opening doors to new
opportunities and creating a sense of society acceptance and inclusion. Also on a
structural level, youth are excluded from broader society through barriers to
education and discriminatory government policies.

Objectives: To study the prevalence of Muslims youth un-employment in
MENA region, to study the context of on conflict, extremisms and social
exclusions linked to un-employments.

Methodology: Systematic review research design was carried out by using
multiple search engines and specific key words relevant to youth Muslims,
MENA region , UN-Employments , conflicts and so on , about 53 research
article has been identified out of all , 25 article were utilized as they were
meeting inclusion and selection criteria. Direct interview with experts has been
approached, as well as revising official related reports and documents of
Governmental and NGOs.

Results: Youth unemployment rates at MENA Region are the highest in the
world, about 27.2% in the Middle East and more than 29% in North Africa,
which is more than double the global average. With more than half of the
region’s population under 25 years old and 2.8 million young people entering the
labor market every year, the demographic “youth bulge” represents one the
greatest challenges faced by MENA economies. Regional average of 25%
unemployment among 15- to 24-year-olds, which reaches as high as 37% in
Morocco and up to 73% in Syria. There is also a significant level of labor market
segmentation related to economic restructuring and insider-outsider issues;
compared to 63% of economically active 15- to 29-year-old males, only 22% of
females from the same age group were economically active in Egypt

1 University of Baghdad, Iraq
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Reconsidering the Transformation of Globalization from East-West
Dichotomy into North-South Divide

Yigit Al Giizelipek*

Abstract

Since the emergence of globalization as an insuppressible process, it was
clearly understood that economic, political and social balances would be no
more utilized in the frame of “old traditions”. In this sense, the east-west
dichotomy which had become identical with Cold War, is transformed into
north-south divide based on economic indicators. In other words, north south
divide describes the huge economic gap between developed and underdeveloped
countries. Needless to say that globalization process is one of the key factor of
this growing economic gap between two polar. In the final analyzes, the liberal
and capitalist values of globalization eliminates the semi-periphery countries and
forces the international system to take positions on the extremity. This study
aims to investigate the devastating economic consequences of globalization via
globalist theories. Wallerstein’s core-periphery approach will be used as a model
of the study.

1 Karamanoglu Mehmetbey University, Department of Political Science and IR
Email: guzelipek@gmail.com
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With Regard of which Areas of Traditionalism or Globalization,
Sociology Has Gained Development?

Ali Reza Ghobadi*, Mahmood Reza Dehdasti?

Abstract

The needed attitude for paying attention to social phenomena is created by
the relation of them together. In this paper the writers are going to find the
companion of sociology with two concepts of traditionalism and globalization.
The basic question of “With Regard of Which Areas of Traditionalism or
Globalization, Sociology Has Gained Development?” it is our basic questions.
Answering to this question needs theoretical framework so for this we use
Clifford Geertz’s interpretive one. Also phenomenological theory will help us,
when it is needed. Qualitative content analysis is used for data gathering. This
research shows that for unveiling of the traditionalism and globalization factors
(Objectively and subjectively), we need an unmatched area in the name of
philosophical sociology. This phenomenological study consider the content of
words like Zoroaster, hunting gathering, agriculture (simple, cut and burn) for
the study of the named angle triangular. This study shows that Sociology is
standing upper than traditionalism and globalization. Sociology is the subject
which studies phenomenon like traditionalism, globalization and etc. Sociology
is ready to study the defined issues and builds its methods and methodologies by
the help of philosophy forever. In the main paper we illustrate this process
completely and accurately.

1 - Associate Professor of Sociology, Kharazmi University, Email: ghobadi@khu.ac.ir
2 - MA in Social Sciences, Kharazmi University, Email: Mrds1176@gmail .com
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Philosophy of Being Global and Tribal and Curriculum:
Transition of Tribalism to Globalism

Yahya Ghaedi'

Abstract

The philosophy of being will be discussed logically and analytically in this
paper. This will be illustrated that “the being” - regardless of its being global- is
a general concept but it takes different levels. In the other words, it is possible to
consider a continuum from being tribal to being global .Globalism is not in
contrast with tribalism, but it is aligned with it. On the one hand, transition
from tribalism to globalism is unilateral and without returning. But in the other
hand, it is two-way with the possibility of movement .This movement will be
vanishing if we consider the globalism and tribalism pleasant and unpleasant
respectively. It can be sweep and evolutionary. Especially if we review the
tribalism in each reflection and promote it. In such a way that we don’t find any
different between tribalism and globalism. Whether globalization is considered
as a movement without returning or sweep .One of its important aspect is
education and its instrument is curriculum. Curriculum can be used in a without
returning or sweeping movement. Curriculum can facilitate each one
deliberately or facilitate deepening retardation. There is different station in the
way of being global which make different meaning for being and result different
roles and function for curriculum. We can talk about different kinds of being —
from tribalism being to regional, national, and international being. The different
philosophical being and the proper programs will be discussed in this paper.

1 Educational philosophy Department, Kharazmi University,
Email: yahyaghaedy@yahoo.com
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Understanding the Concept of Globalization and Local-global
Relationship from Phenomenological Perspective

Ramazan Barkhordari*

Abstract

Jirgen Habermas has said that Husserl’s Philosophy and as a result the
Phenomenological project is as solipsistic approach in general and is based on
individual subjectivity. So, society has not any role in construction of human
knowledge. Overgaard & Zahavi (2011) argued that this interpretation from
phenomenology is a result of misunderstanding of Phenomenological approach.
Because of subjects are live in society, Phenomenology in its own
phenomenological inquiry looking for integration of social and individual
experience. Husserl (1995) argued that individual subject experience from the
world depended on other human subject from the world. And it doesn’t mean
that individual human experience should be neglected. With regard to the
Habermas theoretical challenge that mentioned above, the main aim of the
current article is to explain the condition of applications of phenomenological
approach in the field of Globalization to understand the local-global
relationships. Main result of the article indicated that regarding the experience
and quality of its constitutions in phenomenological attitude, the interaction of
different methodological approaches would be more possible largely.
Considering globalization and local-global relationship as a lived experienced
and pre-conceptual- theoretical construction from phenomenological perspective
is the result of the mentioned approach.

1 - Assistant Professor of Kharazmi University, Email: ramazanbarkhordari@gmail.com
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Revisiting Giddens’s Idea of Dis-Placement in Globalization by
Focusing on Refugees Crisis

Pezhman Barkhordari*
Abstract

Globalization is considered to has ambivalent effects and connotations both
theoretically and culturally , one the one side is " Globality” that has a close
relevance to universality of a global culture and waning all national/ local
boundaries. The other approach adopts a quite negative point of view,
considering the totality of globalization as "eurocentric" ; thus focuses on
localized approaches both in the field of social theory and cultural readings.
Anthony Giddens idea of dis-placement although pertains to much of the
contemporary experiences of a flux and contingent identity, however fails to
read the modern political crisis such as refuge crisis and phenomenon of
diaspora. As far as this concept is just reduced to technological or cultural
spheres, it neglects some of the main areas that challenges the concept. Our main
objective is to politicize the concept of dis-placement by analysing the various
dimensions of refugee crisis and diaspora. In dong so, the present paper seeks to
revisit Giddens idea of dis-placement according to Giorgio Agamben's idea of "
homosaccer " and Wendy Brown’s ideas on the nature of nation-State.
Reframing the concept of dis-placement, we aim to put this concept in
discourses of "power" as Michel Foucault says, and argue how both global and
local forces construct and reconstruct the very notion of dis-placement in the
case of recent refugee crisis.

1 - M.A of Sociology. University of Kharazmi, Iran. Email: pbarkhordaril396@gmail.com



The Abstracts of The Second International Conference on the Need for |5
Dialogue in the Humanities: Globalizing Humanities and Social Sciences

Globalizing the Social Sciences: A Set-back to Decolonization
‘Movement’ in South Africa?

Ali Arazeem Abdullahi & Mariam Seedat-Khan

Abstract

South Africa is one of the countries in the world that underwent the worst
form of colonialism, popularly known as Apartheid. The local people and their
cultures were traumatized and dehumanized. Under the apartheid regime, local
knowledge of the indigenous ‘black’ people was systematically relegated and
derogatorily labeled as Bantu education. Indeed, the role of the social science in
this regard cannot be overemphasized. However, the demise of the apartheid and
subsequent emergence of democracy in 1994 set the stage for an intellectual
movement calling for decolonization of educational curriculum, especially at
higher education levels. Not only is the decolonization movement calling for
institutionalizing indigenous knowledge, it posits that the symbols of oppression
in its physical and intellectual forms across South African universities must be
uprooted. Most contemporary South African social scientists are important
players in this movement in addition to the political support from politicians and
politico-social analysts. Although the call for decolonizing curriculum,
especially in higher education, appears to have been polarized along racial lines
in the academics, the question posed in this paper is that: won’t globalizing
social science not undermine or set-back the decolonization movement in South
Africa and other third world countries where such movement is taking place?
Isn’t globalizing knowledge, as it were, not be tantamount to a new form of
colonialism in a Third World country like South Africa? In this paper, we
examine the decolonization movement in South Africa; its origin and agenda and
argue that globalizing social science has the tendency to cause a set-back to this
movement. It is concluded that globalizing social science strengthens European
concepts, themes, techniques and theories that decolonization movement in the
social science in South Africa is trying to defame.
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